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Laconia Is
Sunk; Two
American
Women Die
Mrt* Hoy and Daughter
of Chicago, Lost with
18,099-Ton Cunarder

Liner from New York
Torpedoed Unwarned

278 Survivors Landed.At
tack May Be Overt Act

Awaited by Wilson

London. Feu. _!7..A (¿ueenstowr
<¡>P?.hh .«ays that Mrs. and Mis;

Hoy were drowned by the swampinf
of a boat after the Laconia was sun!
without warning by a German sub

marine off the Irish roast Sundaj
-right

It is probable that .Mrs. Mary E

Hoy and Miss Elizabeth Hoy, oi

Chicago, are the passengers re

ferred to. They were in the firsi

cahin.
It has been definitely ascertainet

that two Americans were lost on th<
Laconia, according to "The Dailj
Chronicle's" Queenstown correspon

TORPEDOED AT NIGHT

The Laconia, a Cunard liner, o

18,099 Unta, carrying seventy-flv«
nirers and a crew of 216, wa.

pedoed and sunk off the Irish coas

lay night at 10:50 o'clock. Tw«
l.undred arid seventy-eight survivor!

nave l>een landed, according to Wes

If y American Consul al

ijueeiistown. Twenty Americans
..ere included in the crew, while sin

iher Americans were cabin pas
fan,
lull details of the sinking are

ng, and the loss of life was

unknown at a late hour last night
The Cunard company announced
thai in all probability there was no

of life. Consul Frost tele¬
graphed the American Embassy last
.i*ht that some persons were known

to be missing, and one was dead.
His dispatch read:
"Cunarder Laconia torpedoed

¡0:50 Sunday night. Two hundred
and seventy-eight survivors landed.
Details lacking but known some

missing, one dead."

\WAIT WILSONS ACTION

MM quarters her« it is stated
authentically that the Laconia was

torpedoed without warning. The
mestion bang a.-rked on every hand
i«. will President Wilson consider the
l.acmiH sinking an overt act. Al-

.rh it is not definitely known that
any .-Vmeriean lives were lost, it is

in that they were placed in

I'tly. Under the terms of the
» x note President Wilson in-

that American lives were not
¦.rdangered with the same em-

phaaM he gave to actual loss of life.
Reports so far show that the sur-

rs have undergone great hard¬
ships and distress, arid that many

iom would hav," neen drowned
,'t for the prompt rescue work
Hriti«h ship. Dispatches from

'.¦ji-enstown state that preparations
"¦re being rushed there to treat hos-
! ".al caBes, so it is thought here that
¦everal of the survivors have suf-

-ovcrely from exposure.
EMBASSY MAI!. LOST

Laconia carried five bag« of
mail for the American Embassay
here and a large amount of private
wail from America. All of it has
'?en lost, according to advices from

ir.ivora. This loss will tause

M inconvenience in many «¡uar-
'< rx.

The La« orna was one of the largest
".»»-wfiger ship- sunk by a submarine

I tha war Ugan, and it was the
the L'-boats have

'íbít 'he beginning of the
/h»." -ampaign on Kebru-

Washington Officials (.all
Sinking Illegal Assault
On Peaceful Americans

."','. Feb. 74. Ihr «¡nlcin**
r4er Lernt,to, ¡appar-

¦"anlag usai «HI »»vari
** * * tai - .,fi hnorii, )'>omeil

..«t aariou« rtiar»

lit* i.ri. » BW II .. :.,
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.'¦ ¦- , «,».. i.i«li Ueog Sew tors.
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PHARISEE OR GOOD SAMARITAN:

gard of American rights since the
ruthless German submarine campaign!
began. Government officials tirre

made no attempt to conceal their con-

cern.
('rinaul Frost at Queenstown report¬

ed to the State Department the sink¬
ing of the vessel and the loss of one

life, but up to late to-night had not

been able to furnish details from sur¬

vivors as to whether it was an Ameri¬
can who met death. He expected to

obtain full information from the L'67
survivors due at Queenstown at 11:90
o'clock to-night.

Officials pointed out that while final
reports may show that no American
lives were lost, the fact will remain

that the twent>-seven Americans on

board were illegally assaulted on a;
peaceful mission and escaped death
only by good fortune.
The United States is concerned in

the sinking of the Laconia also, because
a large amount of official diplomatic
mail had been intrusted to her after
the American liner St. Louis had can-

celled its sailings. The State Depart-
ment, after having had its mail held
on the St. Louis for three »veek«, had
transferred it to the Laconia when it
we:, definitely announced that the St.
Louis would not sail until it secured
guns.

In the absence of full official infor¬
mation, expected hourly from Consul
Frost, no official would venture an

opinion on the outcome of the sinking
beyond saying that it would gravely
corrplicate the already critical situa¬
tion with Germanv. It may prove to

be the expected "overt act"

Tie-Up of U. S. Ships
Forced Hoys to Risk
Lives on the Laconia

Prominent Chicagoans Feared
U-Boats and Planned to Travel

Only on American Vessel

i By Telejrrtiph to The Tribun« J

Chicago, I'eb. 2fi. Mrs. Albert H.

Hoy and her daughter, Klirabeth, were

returning to England to join Dr. Hoy
and their son, Austin, London repre¬
sentative of the Sullivan Machinery
Company. Dr. and Mr.«. Hoy were promi¬
nent in North Side social circles for

many year» and lived at 4<>1 North
State Street. Mrs. Hoy was formerly
Misa May Young, of this city.
Warned of the danger from subma¬

rines, Mrs. Hoy had planned to travel
only on an American ship, and her Chi¬
cago friends were stiipn.M'd when news

dispatches the day after the Laconia'a
departure listed her name and that of
her daughter among the < unartl liner's
passengers. It il believed among their
friends here that the tie-up of Ameri¬
can ships forced them to take the riBk
of travelling on a British liner.

Laconia Sinking
An "Overt -Act."
Shipping Men Say

The Laconia is the fourth of the

large Cunard passenger vessel« to bo
sunk, and shipping rireies here believe
the sinking to ba an "overt" act, Kach
of the other sinkings brought forth a

Btr«-am of protest from the State de¬

partment, but, by shipping men, it is

believed that the Laconia, which was

torpedoed without warning in the Bight,
with American cituens aboard, may be

the "laat" straw.
The first Cunard vessel to he torpe¬

doed without warning was the ,'t3,000-
ton Lumtama, Bfl May 7, 11115. raa
sengers in! rrcw drowned numbered
LIM Of til-»' 124 wire Americans, in-
rinding a score al children.
The next < unn.ru passenger vessel to

be «un» was th. 1.'1,400-.on Alaunia, on

October 19, UH"*. According to Cap-
tain H. W. Kenison, her commander, she
«truck a mine in the Knglish Channel.
The explosion killed four of her crew.

I he Alaunia was built in 1013. She was

,r,a,0 feet long, ni fe«-t beam and 4.3 feet
depth

l'atsenger lut of the Laconia,
manifnt of her $i,W0,000
targo, and »afr arrival of Amer¬
itan iliip Orlcam on Page i.

Great Loan Spurs Britain
As Her Armies Push On

Nation Thrilled by Capture of Kut-el-Amara, Retreat of
Germans to Weaker Line and Size of

War Offering

Bj AKTHTK S. DRAPER
;r.y atilt to The Tribune]

London, Feb. 26. This is a big <iay
Great Britain. From every quart
comes word '«f success. The stagge

Log total of the war loan contributor
offers a convineing reply to the que

lion »f whether the people ««re SOI
porting the war. lionar Law'» a

i.ounccment that $5,000,000,0(10 ht
been collected "rom as mnny millie
subscriber» if calculated to disheart»
tht* Germans ns much ai" it will heart«?
Britain and her alli«*s.
The capture of Kut-el-Amara and tr

big advance on the Ancre without oj

position fill ;he cup of British prie1
and furnish strengthening tonics 1

the Allied peoples, whose confidence i

overcoming the enemy might perhar
have weakened through the econom

atrasa and tha great financial burder
they w«-*re Ci.lled upon to hear
Though Kut may seem to American

to be f'ir removed from the main mil

tary activities, and. therefore, of sma

consequence, it has, nevertheless, a sif
nit'.cant bearing on the war. By «tea«

ily pressing ahead in .Mesopotamia, th
British have drawn great Turkis
forces from other fronts. The fall c

Kut now restores British prestrg«* i

the Kan to the place occup.ed befor
Townsh^nd's unhappy end.

Rupprecht's Armies
Now Holding Inferior

Position on Ancn
11/ l .-.!.> t,, TTe Tri!.'«-.*

London, Feb. »'«'. The British strok
on the Ancre, which has resulted in th
withdrawal of the Germans from twen

ty»tWO square miles «if French tern

tory, i< a happy nugury of the Allie
military operations in 1917. Whateve
the reasons for the retirement o

Prince Rupprccht'* troop«, whateve
the developments of the future. Gafl
era! «ttOOgh, unijci' the cnmmnnd o

Hr.ig. has won a big victory, the mo»

important of he entire Somme ani

Ancre campaigns.
The possession of Serre alone

worth several new divisions to the Brit
lea. Not since the he/ziiinin«,' of trend
warfare rri the west has so mucl
ground changed harnl".
The operation is much more impor

tant than it« 'mmiiliiilc military ad
vantage to Brittas arms. It furnisher
the strongest pmof that Germany har
decided t.. co.irluct the cainpaign re

gardless «.f the moral effect on the peo
pie. That means that the Herman Gen
ral Staff, with llindenburg at the head

will have the whole field, unhinderei
rind unfetter«"! by politico] con. Sett
tion;

It looks as if (.ermany were stakin*
all a. th«* ¡irisent eaaapaiga; as if sh«
were «ictermined to end tin* *ar. on«

Wai or another, this year.
I lie Germans have NVCraad then

whole ««ysti-iii of strategy on the Somme
The retirement along an eleven-mill
front to a depth of two miles, and po.«
I-ibiy riu.r«*, may be due to any one of »

number of reasons or to n combination
«if cirrum«tanc«-', bit in any event it il
,i reversal of I'rnire Rupprecht's for¬
mer campaigning on the Somme, wherr
he yielded nothing until forced out.
The retirement of the Germans is in-

explicable in eae sense: It leaves the
Rritish with a much more powerful line
than ever. Serre, Miiaumont, I'ys, the
Butte da War! ncourt and the village
of WarlencourtKaucourt, all of which
were taken by General Gough'a troops,
he alón«/ a ridge intrench»»«! and fotti-

I lied fully as strongly as the I'ozierea
ridge, against which the British charged
desperately for days before they rouM
master it.

Serre, for which lir>t the French and
I then the British stcrmed vainly for
week«, i» n commanding position over-

topp rK the country for miles in every
'direction. Gommceourt, just north, is
th.- only point in this region higher in
altitade

Th«- German» have left this ..In.i.i;

.M. Hit. UK I MI'S k I «it IHM ami nr.
I on ao«.«i I. rin* «allli your »««.iiiaeh..Adit.

1

line of defence for one tMat is regarded
as inferior. Topographical maps show
that their new line runs along; another
ridge, but one not nearly so high or so

commanding as the one they evacuated.
Seemingly there are three reasonable

¦explanations of the German man.uvre:
First, to conserve soldiers for use in

another sector by straightening, and
thus narrowing, the line; second, the
fear that a British offensive a* this
point was imminent and the desire to

upset the British plans by yielding
ground; third, the inability to hoid the
line* much longer against the pressure
of General Cough's troops. The last
explanation seems the most obvious.

Military officials and observers par¬
ticularly evince great admiration for
the brilliant movement carried out by
by the German commander. Only a

few scattered prisoner.--', the rear guard«
left to harass the British advancd eol-
umns. have been taken by Cough's
forces, and so far there are practically
no reports of the capture of German
artillery.

British Recapture Kut,
Surrendered Last April

London, Feb. 2<">. Kut H-Amara has
been captured from the lurks by the
British forces, -according to a statement
made in the House of Commons to-day
by Ar.alrevv Bonnr Law, member of the
War «'ouncil. He added that as a re¬

sult, of the operations on the Tigris
River iron« all of »he Turkish posi¬
tions from Sunnayat to Kut-cl-Aniara
have been secured nnd that the town

.'lutomntirally paBSMJ ¡n'o Iba hnnds of
the British.
An official statement declared thai

the Turks are in full retreat toward
Baghailah, twenty-four miles to the
west of Kut. and are hein:- "nfraged by
pursuing Britisri cavalry.
The War Office statement says, id

part:
"Turkish depots and stores at many

points were in flames, nnd rt strong
rear guard, supported bv artillery, had
been disposed tU oppose our advance.
"Throughout th- fighting ou* air-

plana squadron cooperated, with inval-
UabU results, 'requen'lv "Ming bomb«
and machine gun:> from minimum alti¬
tude^

"In two day.' fightiat*": we captured
l.T.'iO prisoners, inclupiing at least one
Turkish regimental commander and
lour Germans; "our field guns, ten ma¬
chine guns, three mine thrower« and a

larga quantity of rifle« and ammuni¬
tion."
Km eiAmni... tratagic military

position on th»* Tigris River leading to
Bagdad, was » urrendered to (lie lnri»;
OB April ta, I.Mai. after General Town-
ahend with a Britiah fore«- of aacM
1.0 troops had withstood a siege since
'he previous lieretnlier.
The present offensive, vhirh resulted

in the capture of the town by the
British, was begun December IS last.

German Warship
Shell Kent Town
and Raid Chann

One Destroyer Squadron à

tacks British Patrol, Sec
ond Bombards Coast

London, Feb. :"«*,. While one Brit

tlestroyer was lighting off a raid
squadron of German destroyers in

Knglish Channel lait night, a sec«

German squadron «lipped through
the tlarkness and bombarded the Ke
ish coast towns of Broadstairs a

Margate. Both attacking flotillas
raped. One woman anc a child w«

killad and two children seriously
jured in the bombarded tc,-ns.

Sir Edward I arson a,.; iiinced in t

Commons that four British torpe
hoat destroyers were on patrol duty
the Channel when one of them encou

tered several di-rmi.n destroyers a

a short »ngagement ensued. The Br
ish destroyer was not damaged thoui
under heavy gun anil torpedo fire.

The German vessels had been lo

sight of, Carson said, when "he atta,

on Broadstairs and Margate bega
British light forces in the vicinn

closed ,n on the German warship
which fled.
The following official rtatement wi

issued by Field Marshal Vtscoui
French, commantlei IB i ¡uef of tl
hrine forces:
"Some enemy "orpedo boat destroj

ers approaeheil the Kentish coast i

11:15 o clock last night and fired a nun

ber of shells at the unfortified town

of Broadstairs and Margate. The fir
was continued for about «en mir.utes.
"The material damage caus.-d ara

slight. One occupied and one BBBCC1
pied house were wre-ved. and about te
nouses were damaged. It il regrettet
however, that one woman and on

child were killed and two children wer

«eriously injured "

?

Express Telescoped
Near Altoona, Fear

Many Are Killed

Philadelphia. Feb. IT. Two sleep
inir car.; on the Mercantile Kxpress, the

"creek" Pittshargh-Na« York train

era teleacoped by ¡« freight train on

the Pennsvlvania Railroatl at Mount

I'niofl station, near Altoona. early to¬

day, according to information received
Bt the general office« of the company

.11 this c.tv. a

Railroad officials expressed fear tha'

.« number of pti«3enirers had been

k.'.'.etl. The two keeping cars were so

tightly jammed "ogether that little
iy had been made in extricating

*he occupants half an hour after the

accident. Relief trains bearing physi¬
cians ami r.urses left Altoona at 1 a. m.

and should arrive at the scene very
shortly. The exprès left Pittsburgh
at 7 o'clock iin.1 BrSl doa her« at t:ls
a. m.

His. Ours-and Yours
It may not be entirely your newsdealers fault if he

tells you that he hasn't a Tribune for you. It may be

partly ours and just a little yours.

Our share is that in this paper market, where it is

utterly impossible to buy sufficient newsprint paper at

any price, we are tightening up our circulation. \Ve

have eliminated any chance of waste, sending each
newsdealer only the exact number of copies he is conn

dent of selling.
You can cooperate immeasurably by either placing

a steady order with your newsdealer or subscribing by
mail. The weekly, monthly and annual rates are on the
l.ditorial Page.
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Wilson Tells Congress
He Cannot Propose
Definite Measures Yet

Republicans Oppose Bl
Bill Giving Presidí

Broader Power
_

Want Course Sharp
Defined in Mea

i _

¡Threaten Extra Session
less He Consents t

Modification

!«*rom Ttan Trihnn« Bureau!

Washington, Feb. 26..With
Pomocrats trying to force th

almost a literal excerpt fron

President's message in the forn

bill giving the President a bl

grant of power and providing S

000,000. and the Republicans
ing to limit and sharply definí

grant of power, only two co

seemed poissible to-night. These
1. That the President will

sent to a modification of the I

which he virtually drafted himsi

so that it will give him the p

to arm or convoy merchantmen,
"blanket" clause would lie e

nated. This is the clause "to

ploy such othe: ¡nstrumentalitie
methods as may be necessary
adequate to protect our ships
our people in their legitimate
peaceful pursuits on the seas." (

full text of the bill will lie founc

Page 2.)
2. That the Republicans will fi

an extra session by preventing
passage of the resolution and |
haps of some important supply b

LA FOIXRTTE OPPOSES AKMI1

Even in the first case allowa
must be made for the possible re

citrance of Senator La Follette
hn pacifist followers. Mr. I.a I
lette declared to-day ho would t

a long time on the naval bill wl

it came up. He is desperately
posed to arming merchant ships. í

has ¦ resolution pending wh
vould declare it illegal.
The sentiment for an extra I

sion of Congress has grown en

moualy in both houses and in b<

parties in the last few days,
probably is safe to say now that
Majority of Senate and House wi

it. And it was pointed out by su

men as Senator Borah, of Ida
(Republican), and Représentai
Smith, OÍ New York I Democrai
that the new Conjrress could be i

.-«mbled in a very few days. T

extra session sentiment was i
«reased rather than diminished
the President's speech.
The desire on the part of the Fi

publicans for an extra session seer

to be growing all the time. It w

manifested to-day not only in inte

¡i a i and statements, many of whi«
are printed on another page, but

a resolution introduced in the Hoir
\ Representative Ves-, of Ohi

This resolution would fix the date f<

the convening of the next Congre:
as April 2. The effect of it wou

be to force an extra session of Coi

great whetîior the President desire
it or not.

Ill, HT EXPECTED IN SENATE

The real fijrht on the President
bill is expected in the Senate. <"naii
man Henry of the Rules Committe
assured Chairman Flood of the For

e'gn Affairs Committee that ther
would be no difficulty in getting
rule limiting debate <-o that a vot

ould be forced in the House if de
sired to-morrow night or Wednesday
The bill will then go to the Senat«

The Hour.e Foreign Affairs Commit

lea will meet to-morrow morning ti

«.diside.' the bill.
The ;r ibability seemed to be to

pight that the Administration woul«

yield i. the "blanket" authority
clause, ltd the entire measure will«:
then I- passed, despite the outer)
of the | acifists. This is based on the
known desire of the President t«:

avoid :, extra session, plus th«* de¬

termination of the Republicans no»

to surrender to the President uirat

they regard as a urtiial authorizn-
liDit to divlare war.

The same spirit which «nspirei th.
filibuster of In-t week i** still pres¬
ent, and the timidity which CQOaod
its abandonment late Saturday night
lias been at least ruoderated, ¡f not

entirely swept away, by popular sup¬
port from unexpected quarters.

< \Rniv\i. e.innoNs* new book
"* Kr(r...|>ra-| «li Klfty Y»art"

JOHN Itl'HV I'UMt'ANY. I'uhllahara.
Ral'.lOKir*. ll.vk an,I !>rpti"nj-i,i <¥..rta Aln.

Salient Excerpts
From the Text of
Mr.Wilson's Speech

On Provocation:
Two American vessels have

been sunk.
The case of the Housatonic

was essentially like the case of
the Frye.
The case of the Law . . . dis¬

closed a ruthlessness of method
which deserves grave condemna¬
tion, but was accompanied by no

circumstance which might not

have been expected at any time
in connection with the use of the
submarine against merchantmen
as the German government has
used it.
The overt act which I have

ventured to hope the German
commanders would in fact avoid
has not occurred.

Our own commerce is suffer¬
ing rather because so many
of our ships are timidly keeping
to their home ports than because
American ships have been sunk.
On War:

I am not now proposing or

contemplating war or any steps
that need lead to it.
No course of my choosing or

of theirs will lead to war.

War can come only by the wil¬
ful acts and aggressions of
others.
On Duty and Means:

No one doubts what it is our

duty to do.
We must defend our com¬

merce and the lives of our

people.
There may be no recourse but

to armed neutrality, which we

shall know how to maintain.
I request that you will author¬

ize me to supply our merchant
ships with defensive arms should
that become necessary.

On Waiting:
The form in which action may

become necessary cannot yet be
foreseen.
You will understand why I

can make no definite proposals
or forecasts of action now.

On Restraint:
I believe that the people will

be willing to trust me to act with
restraint.

It is devoutly to be hoped that
it will not be necessary to put
armed forces anywhere into ac¬

tion. The American people do
not desire it.

(Tkt ¡'risidfiit'« speech in full vill

he found on puijc .'. )

First Indictment of
U-Boat Frightfulness

iront tiir prut Lnsitanin mite

Map u. t»iS:
The government of the United .States,

therefore, desires to call the attention
of the Imperial German government
with the utmost earnestness to the fact
that the objection to their present
method of attack again, t trade oí their
enemies lies in the practical impos¬
sibility of employing submarines in the
destruction of commerc»» without dis¬

regarding those rules of fairness, rea¬

son, justice and humanity which all
motlern opinion regards as imperative.

American citizen« act within
their indisputable rights ir. taking their
.hips and in travelling wherever their
legitimate business calls them upon the
higli seas. The Imperial Ger¬
man government will not expect the
government of the United States to

omit any word or any act necessary to
ihe performance of its "acred duty of
maintaining the rights of the United
State- and its citizens and of safe¬
guarding their free exercise and enjoy.
men*.

Iron il'c recOT\d L'txltonia note,
.1 ..i- ;n, liiti

.pa -inking of pa« »enger ships
involve, principle« of humanity which
throw ,nto the background any special
circumstance of detail that may be
thought to affect the ca-o?

From He third IrUaÜUMmt aatt,
July .!', Í91S:

If a belligerent cantioi retaliate
against an enemy without in.iuring the
1im of neutral.«, u» well m their prop¬
erty, huiMiiiit», as well as justice «nd o

due regard for the dignity of neutral
ou-- rs. should dictate that the practice

«continued. If persisted in, it
would in such circumstances consti¬
tute «n unpardonable offence against
the sovereignty of the neutral nation

affected. Friendship itself
prompts il ta ;.., ta the Imperial gov¬
ernment that repetition by the com-

mandan of German naval vessel« of
acts In contrrvention of those rights
mu-at be reenrded bji the government of
the United Stiitcs. when they affect
American aiti ¦." Ii deliberately un¬

friendly.
"OABT UN"*"*.» -ri.ORHIA «.PK.« I\l.

riatiita'» Ftiiaat Trail. A o«l»a»r all «taal »!a<irlt>
llahlaU u-alna dail*. «x"V». litt K'«.j -»¦:.».

-*

Asks at the Same Time for a

Grant of Unlimited
Power .jj

Would Arm American
Ships If Necessary

Thinks the Country May
Have Recourte to An

"Armed Neutrality"

By STFaVFaNSON H. EVANS

Washington, Feb. 26.. When
President Wilson at last appeared
before Congres.'« at 1 o'clock this af¬

ternoon he asked to be invested with

a power which he admitted he al¬

ready possessed and hoped not to be

obliged to use, namely, the power to
arm American merchantmen if nec¬

essary.
He asked also to be invested with

unlimited or "blanket" authority to
use "all instrumentalities" of the
Unit«**d States in his own discretion
to meet any emergency that might
...rise while Congress is not in ses¬

sion.
Keyond this, Mr. Wilson's only

definite idea was that the United
¡States should, if forced to it, adopt
a policy at "armed neutrality."
BERLIN INFORMED OF SPEEf H

"Armed neutrality" does not look
to war; whether it shall become war

depends upon those who infringe
upon the rights it seeks to protect.
There is ample historical precedent
for it.
Although the President, when he

.-. \t»red diplomatic relations with
(iermany, invited other neutrals to
fyliow his lead, be has not, so far as

i*" known, suggested that neutral»
join in the armed neutrality he pro¬
poser-. All foreign government?,
however, have been officially advised
of his address to Congress to-day
and official copies have been delivered
to.their diplomats here. By wireless,
the text was «ent lo Berlin.

Never ha« a speech of Woodrow
Wilson to Congress been received
with so little warmth or expression
of feeling. Comparing its reception
to that which was accorded his
address of February 3, it is as if to¬

day's speech were water and the
other wine.
ADDRESS LACKS POSITIVENESS
It seemed as if the President in-

tended it to be so. There was an

absence of positive assertion, there
was no definite promise of anything,
there was nothing by which it might
be hopefully concluded that the gov¬
ernment of the United States wa*

about to cease drifting. There was

not a trumpet call in the whole ad-
ilre-is. Not even the galleries
thrilled.

At the very outset the President
sounded a note which did not please
his friends or his critics, the peace-
at-any-price element or those who
are outspoken for the assertion of
American rights. Our own com¬

merce, he said, is suffering in appre-
hei.sion, not in fact, because "to
n.aiiv of our ships are timidly keep¬
ing to their home ports." That tha
American ship owners deserve the
charge of timidity is far from tha
unanimous opinion.
SEEKSTO BE RID OF CONGRESS
There quickly followed the asser¬

tion that it would require an unusual
length of time to asaemble and or¬

ganize the next Congress. From
v, hich the inference quickly was
tcken that the President would pre¬
fer to have Congres.*- away from
\\ ashington after it had granted him
the authority he sought.
While the President was speaking

the news of the torpedoing and sink¬
ing of the passenger liner Laconia,
having Americans on board, was

ipread through the Capitol. He da-
scribed the loss of the Housatonic
and the Lyman M. Law, and declarad
thai the suhmarine menace might
f resentiy accomplish in effect what
il was meant to accomplish.the ty¬
ing up of our merchant fleet. And
then he said no "overt act" had oc¬

curred.
His statement« that "we must de¬

fend commerce and people," and
that "there may be no recourse but
to armed neutrality," caused a mo¬

mentary stiffening, but they wer«

followed by. "No course of mine will
lead to war."
SEE ATTEMPT TO DRl't; PEOPLE

Some of the leading men in Con-
¦ cress looked upon the speech as an

address to the American people

à


